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I know that all of my colleagues in 

the Senate will join me in offering con-
gratulations to Mr. Schopp on a job 
well done and to extend best wishes for 
all of his future endeavors.∑ 

f 

HONORING LT. COL. MARC 
SUKOLSKY 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise to 
honor Lt. Col. Marc Sukolsky, a long 
time Idaho resident, upon his retire-
ment from 24 years of service in the 
U.S. Air Force. Mark has served his 
country well, in peacetime and in war. 
Idaho is proud to be represented by 
such a dedicated soldier. 

Marc Sukolsky received his master’s 
degree in music pedagogy and then 
taught at Idaho State University. After 
4 years of teaching, Marc began his ex-
tensive military leadership career in 
logistics in the Ninth Air Force and 
363rd Fighter Wing. Exhibiting strong 
leadership early in his career, Marc 
was chosen as a senior logistics and re-
source inspector to develop future mili-
tary base locations in Southwest Asia. 
In this position his inherent abilities 
as a negotiator and diplomat became 
well known. As his expertise grew, so 
did his influence. Mark’s advice was so-
licited by the most senior officials in-
cluding the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

In 1993, while stationed at the U.S. 
Embassy in the Netherlands, Marc 
played an important role in organizing 
logistical agreements between the U.S. 
and the Netherlands. This involved or-
ganizing troop and equipment move-
ment both within the Netherlands and 
throughout Europe. As a military rep-
resentative for the U.S. Secretary of 
State, Marc was also able to negotiate 
with foreign officials for permanent 
troop positions in Europe. 

In the mid 1990’s, he was called to as-
sist NATO Allied Forces during the cri-
sis in the Balkans. He drafted and im-
plemented strategies for all logistical 
arrangements between the U.S. and Al-
lied forces. In addition, he provided 
guidance and training for those nations 
seeking NATO membership. 

His abilities to plan and execute de-
fense, economic, and trade policy were 
tested and proven, when as a Com-
mander he led the deployment of over 
1.5 million pounds of equipment and 
3,400 personnel to sensitive areas in-
cluding the Persian Gulf. He managed 
to save the government over $19 mil-
lion with new budgetary and finance 
programs. Leading the quality assur-
ance of flying wing he recorded over 
28,000 sorties and over 49,000 hours of 
flawless flying. In this position he was 
the principal advisor to the U.S. Am-
bassador of U.S. European Command 
on all armament matters. While serv-
ing in this capacity, he negotiated over 
$135 million in arms sales in 2002. He 
also contracted an $800 million aircraft 
development deal with the Nether-
lands. 

In all of this, the role of his wife 
Ellen should not be understated. Dur-
ing 25 years of marriage, she has made 

tremendous sacrifices during Marc’s 
time in the military. Together, they 
have spent 11 years overseas, relocated 
eleven times, and even spent 2 years 
apart during two 2-year separations. 

I would like to honor Lt. Col. Marc 
Sukolsky and Ellen Sukolsky for their 
selfless service and sacrifice for their 
country. It is especially appropriate 
during this time of conflict to recog-
nize a couple who have done so much 
for the freedom and stability of their 
country and the world. I wish both of 
them the best as they approach this 
new chapter of life together.∑ 
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LAURA JOSS 
∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I pay 
tribute today to Laura Joss, super-
intendent of Fort McHenry National 
Monument and Historic Shrine and 
Hampton National Historic Site, NHS. 
Laura has recently been appointed su-
perintendent of Arches National Park 
in southern Utah and I wish her and 
her family the best of luck with this 
new assignment and thank her for the 
outstanding job she did in managing 
and enhancing Fort McHenry and 
Hampton NHS since coming to Mary-
land in 2000. 

Over the past 4 years, I have had the 
opportunity and privilege to work 
closely with Laura Joss in efforts to 
protect and restore the historical re-
sources of Fort McHenry and Hampton 
NHS and to develop a Star Spangled 
Banner National Historic Trail to help 
educate our citizens about a pivotal, 
but sadly neglected period in our Na-
tion’s history. In every instance, Laura 
proved herself to be a skillful and high-
ly effective leader. Under her direction, 
Fort McHenry’s seawalls and many his-
toric structures have been restored, 
plans have been advanced to develop a 
new visitors center to accommodate 
the increasing number of visitors to 
the fort, many preservation projects 
have been undertaken at Hampton and 
a new general management plan for 
this historic site has been completed. 
Laura and her dedicated staff have fre-
quently gone beyond the call of duty, 
offering to assist with the recovery ef-
forts from the recent water taxi acci-
dent in Baltimore’s Harbor and the 
September 11 attack on the World 
Trade Center and volunteering with 
the National Flag Day Foundation, 
Historic Towson Inc, and the Baltimore 
City Heritage Area, to name only a few 
examples. 

Laura’s dedication to the steward-
ship of the National Park System has 
earned her the respect of everyone with 
whom she has worked. During her 14- 
year career in the National Park Serv-
ice, she has protected and improved 
some of our Nation’s most precious 
natural and cultural treasures. Begin-
ning as a volunteer at Mesa Verde Na-
tional Park, she quickly advanced to 
serve in a number of national park 
units throughout the country, includ-
ing Yellowstone National Park, Bryce 
Canyon National Park, and Glen Can-

yon National Recreation. Through her 
accomplishments she has set a high bar 
for all those to follow in her path, and 
the visitors to these national parks 
will benefit from her efforts for years 
to come. I greatly value the assistance 
Laura provided to me and my staff. I 
extend my personal congratulations 
and thanks for her many years of hard 
work and dedication to the principal 
conservation mission of the National 
Park Service and join with her friends 
and coworkers in wishing her, her hus-
band Stuart Meehan, and her daughters 
Lindsay and Elizabeth, well with this 
new assignment and relocation.∑ 

f 

IN HONOR OF BRIGADIER 
GENERAL RICHARD L. URSONE 

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay tribute to an outstanding Amer-
ican soldier, BG Richard L. Ursone. 
General Ursone, a native of Stamford, 
CT, is retiring June 30, 2004 after 33 
years of distinguished service in the 
United States Army Medical Service 
Corps. 

General Ursone played a critical role 
in shaping and successfully executing 
the mission of the United States Army 
Medical Department. When brave men 
and women across our country commit 
to serving our country in the Armed 
Forces, our country also makes a com-
mitment to them. And part of that 
commitment is to provide them with 
world-class medical care, both on and 
off the field of battle. Throughout his 
career, General Ursone has made in-
valuable contributions to the health 
and well-being of soldiers in the United 
States Army. Over the past three dec-
ades, General Ursone has served in a 
series of demanding assignments 
around the globe and in leadership po-
sitions of increasing responsibility. 

Of particular note was General 
Ursone’s service in combat during Op-
erations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. From 1990 to 1991, General 
Ursone, then a Lieutenant Colonel, 
served as commander of the 47th Med-
ical Logistics Battalion. He success-
fully deployed and led his soldiers in 
supporting the war effort and the en-
tire U.S. Army Central Command The-
ater of Operations with the delivery 
and replenishment of needed medica-
tions and medical supplies. 

From 1994 to 1996, then-Colonel 
Ursone served as the commander of the 
U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center, 
Europe in Pirmasens, Germany. 
Through his leadership, he reengi-
neered the center’s business practices 
to ensure that our soldiers stationed in 
Europe and their families received 
medical supplies and medications 
quickly and efficiently. His hard work 
and many accomplishments were rec-
ognized with the prestigious Vice 
President Gore’s Hammer Award. 

In 2000, he was promoted to brigadier 
general. As a general officer he served 
in multiple senior positions and was 
also appointed as the fourteenth chief 
of the Army Medical Service Corps. 
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